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What is being counterfeited?

Distribution of the plagiarism

Companies affected by product and brand piracy in the mechanical 
engineering and plant construction industry

Revenue and Damage in Billion Euro caused by
 Product Piracy in Mechanical Engineering Companies

Where do counterfeiters gain their know-how?

Types of property right infringements through product and brand piracy

Measures taken after the discovery of plagiarismPlagiarists
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Reverse  Engineering

No information required

Lost know how
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Commercial espionage

Blackmail or Theft
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Criminal proceedings
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Other responses
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No risks30
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Risks to machines
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What danger is posed by the plagiarism discovered?

Illicit imitation

Registered design

21
31
23

Trademarks

Utility models39
51
36

(e.g. copyrights)

Other rights
19
16
17

58
49
53

Patents
39
46
41

15
24
21

Germany’s mechanical engineers continue to enjoy unrivaled appeal around the world. In 2019, the industry broke again its own records with 
turnover of more than €230 billion. Industrie 4.0 as a whole is promising additional economic gains. As value creation is becoming more reliant 
on digital data, product pirates and counterfeiters are following suit. They will not be satisfied with simply copying the nuts and bolts or discrete 
circuitry. Instead, they are setting their sights on the digital blueprints, the software inside the machines, and the main databases storing the 
valuable information. The world’s leaders in many disciplines and technologies are based in Germany – and represent only too tempting prey 
for counterfeiters!

Product Piracy


