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Wibu-Systems and Phoenix Contact integrate CodeMeter 
into the PLCnext ecosystem  
 
Empowering innovative and secure business models with CodeMeter  
 
Karlsruhe, Germany – PLCnext is the industrial automation ecosystem combining 
hardware, engineering software, and a digital marketplace created by Phoenix 
Contact, the German automation specialists. Working under its hood, Wibu-
Systems’ popular CodeMeter technology makes much of this possible with its 
award-winning protection and smart licensing capabilities. 
 

Wibu-Systems from Karlsruhe had already teamed up in 2017 with its northern German 

partners at Phoenix Contact to integrate its protection solution in the company’s 

sophisticated automation engineering software PLCnext Engineer, protecting the 

invaluable IP of both Phoenix Contact and the users of its platform. Now, both companies 

decided to take this partnership to a new level to create the new and holistically designed 

PLCnext experience: A combined hardware and software ecosystem for industrial 

controllers and automation equipment, paired with a uniquely open software system to 

run Phoenix Contact’s own or third-party applications on the company’s hardware. The 

backbone of this new ecosystem is the PLCnext Store, a marketplace for automation 

software that was made possible with CodeMeter’s tough protection and versatile 

licensing capabilities. 

 

The PLCnext Store was deliberately designed in a user-friendly Appstore format to lower 

the entry threshold for first-time users and ensure a more comfortable user experience 

for clients that were already used to conventional industrial automation software. Users 

can go to the Store and buy licenses for complete applications or individual functionalities 

or features of their PLCnext hardware, letting them fashion their automation setup to 

match the needs and specifications on the ground with exceptional flexibility. Everything 

was built to work perfectly in the wider PLCnext ecosystem, taking away potential 

concerns about compatibility issues. 

 

One particularly attractive aspect of the PLCnext Store and the ecosystem at large is its 

openness: It is not restricted to Phoenix Contact’s own software range, but acts as a 
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channel for third-party developers as well. Developers can upload their products to the 

Store for distribution through the PLCnext user base. Here, Phoenix Contact’s 

partnership with Wibu-Systems comes into its own: The inclusion of CodeMeter 

protection and licensing capabilities means that the entire process is as unobtrusive and 

smooth as possible for developers. 

 

When adding their software to the Store, developers automatically benefit from 

CodeMeter encryption, as their work is protected to safeguard the intellectual assets they 

invested in it. They can then pick the licensing options and pricing to suit their business 

model, and the CodeMeter-empowered PLCnext Store takes care of distributing their 

products according to their chosen strategy and specifications. Trial licenses are also 

available to let users test-run their chosen automation software before making the full 

purchase. Regional restrictions can be set and enforced by the CodeMeter licensing 

system to avoid any concerns about export bans or simply to stay in control of which 

market to grow and expand. The available license models are as versatile and granular 

as they can be, down to the ability to license individual machine features separately. And 

after the user has made their purchase, the developer can rest assured that the software 

will only run with the right license, on the right Phoenix Contact hardware, and with their 

know-how secure wherever it is at work. 

 

For Phoenix Contact, the choice of CodeMeter was not only due to its exceptional and 

award-winning IP protection capabilities. A particularly attractive feature was its easy 

integration into existing systems. Built to work with most CRM, ERP, and e-commerce 

systems, CodeMeter could easily be built right into the existing Phoenix Contact back 

office landscape. The protection, licensing, and later license management processes, 

including updates, are neatly integrated with the complete order management, 

distribution, and billing setup, not only avoiding any disruption to Phoenix Contact’s 

service infrastructure, but even levelling it up with its extensive automation and self-

service capabilities that make offering, selling, and keeping track of software licenses 

easier than ever for both seller and buyer.  

 

Daniel Buschatzky, Technology Manager, PLCnext Technology, Phoenix Contact 

Electronics explained: “CodeMeter has already been an integral part of the Phoenix 
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Contact software development and distribution process for many years, and it was the 

right choice again to provide the protection and licensing backbone of our PLCnext Store. 

It gives us and our third-party developers great peace of mind, as we know that our IP 

can make its way into the world without worrying about theft or reverse engineering.” 

 

For Stefan Bamberg, Senior Key Account at Wibu-Systems, the cooperation with 

Phoenix Contact was a case study of what CodeMeter can do for business: “The 

PLCnext Store is an example of what we are all about at Wibu-Systems: Unbeatable 

encryption, tough IP protection, and a choice of licensing models that let you shape your 

business model to your liking – and all of that in a seamless integration into a holistic 

hardware, software, and service ecosystem.”  

 

 

The integration of CodeMeter's robust protection and flexible licensing features into 
Phoenix Contact's innovative PLCnext Store enables them and the developers using the 
platform to securely and versatilely commercialize their intellectual property. 

About Wibu-Systems 
Daniela Previtali, Global Marketing Director  
Phone +49 721 9317235 / +39 035 0667070 
daniela.previtali@wibu.com  
https://www.wibu.com/ 
 
Wibu-Systems, a privately held company founded by Oliver Winzenried and Marcellus Buchheit in 1989, is an innovative 
security technology leader in the global software licensing market. Wibu-Systems’ comprehensive and award-winning 
solutions offer unique and internationally patented processes for protection, licensing, and security of digital assets and 
know-how to software publishers and intelligent device manufacturers who distribute their applications through PC-, PLC, 
embedded-, mobile- and cloud-based models.  
 

      
 

mailto:daniela.previtali@wibu.com
https://www.wibu.com/
http://www.blog.wibu.com/
http://www.facebook.wibu.com/
http://www.youtube.wibu.com/
http://www.linkedin.wibu.com/
http://www.twitter.wibu.com/
https://anchor.fm/wibu-systems


 Press Release – 7 December 2022
   

   

  
WIBU-SYSTEMS AG Page 4 

                                                                                 
   

Media graphic resources available at: https://www.wibu.com/photo-gallery.html. 
 
© Copyright 2022, WIBU-SYSTEMS AG. All rights reserved. All trademarks, trade names, service marks, and logos 
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