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Wibu-Systems brings its licensing power to legacy systems  
 
Custom Licensing Adapter: Retrofitting CodeMeter onto 
older licensing systems 
 
Karlsruhe, Germany – Wibu-Systems, the maker of one of the world’s 

leading IT protection, licensing, and security technologies, is advancing 

the licensing capabilities of all legacy software publishers. With three 

decades of its own history in the business, the Karlsruhe-based 

company knows the value of continuity and compatibility. This 

understanding has led to the creation of CodeMeter Custom Licensing 

Adapter, a dedicated extension to the popular CodeMeter License 

Central suite that slots right in between older software with an 

established licensing system and modern, full-featured licensing 

concepts.  

 

Software developers everywhere have come to be loyal fans of 

CodeMeter for the versatility that Wibu-Systems’ technology offers 

them with its choice of hardware, software, and cloud license 

containers, its ready integration with leading back-office systems, and 

its broad range of license configurations and operating concepts to suit 

any business model. However, few software vendors are starting from 

scratch. Many, if not most, already have proprietary or other third-party 

licensing systems of varying reliability in place, sometimes the product 

of a long evolution alongside their software. While Wibu-Systems’ 

CodeMeter is already designed to make the transition to its modern 

and more powerful system as smooth and efficient as possible, the 

move would often require a full-scale switchover to a new version of 

their software – in some cases a technical impossibility and in even 

more instances a commercial or procedural hurdle, as existing 

customers would have to accept this sudden departure from existing 

and often long-cherished software versions.  
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The usual route out of this conundrum for software publishers is to run 

different, patched versions of their products in parallel for the transition 

period, which again entails considerable technical and commercial 

challenges, as even the tiniest differences between versions can 

become serious fault lines with the potential to upset data compatibility 

and, by implication, business continuity for loyal, long-time users. 

 

CodeMeter Custom Licensing Adapter (CLA) was developed by Wibu-

Systems to circumvent these challenges and fault lines. It allows 

software developers to move to the full comfort and robust functionality 

of CodeMeter License Central for their license management needs, 

without breaking compatibility with their legacy licensing systems. CLA 

acts as a translator between CodeMeter License Central and the 

licenses generated with an older system. It uses the format of the 

legacy licenses as a template for binding the new CodeMeter-created 

licenses, and in turn translates the licenses and license management 

operations coming from CodeMeter License Central to work with the 

custom type already in place. 

 

This simple, but clever solution means that no changes need to be 

made to the software out in the field, while the new, levelled-up system 

can handle all the operations that CodeMeter License Central is known 

for. This naturally includes its integration with ERP or other back-office 

systems, allowing license management transactions like license 

creation, distribution, and monitoring to be automated even with the old 

licenses. At the same time, software developers can use CodeMeter to 

license all new software or even introduce completely new license-

based business models, like subscription services, without having to 

leave loyal existing customers behind. 

  

Ruediger Kuegler, VP Sales and Security Expert at Wibu-Systems, 

sees CLA as fulfilling the promise of Wibu-Systems − cutting-edge 
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licensing technology with real compatibility: “We have made it a point 

that users should not have to pay a price for wanting to work with the 

systems they have come to love. All users of CodeMeter deserve the 

same excellent performance, whichever system or software they 

prefer. And with CLA, they can do just that – without even being aware 

that something is different in the background.” 

 

 

CodeMeter Custom Licensing Adapter is the new interface to support ISVs in their 
migration path from legacy systems to CodeMeter License Central 

About Wibu-Systems 
Daniela Previtali, Global Marketing Director  
Phone +49 721 9317235 / +39 035 0667070 
daniela.previtali@wibu.com  
https://www.wibu.com/ 
 
Wibu-Systems, a privately held company founded by Oliver Winzenried and Marcellus Buchheit 
in 1989, is an innovative security technology leader in the global software licensing market. Wibu-
Systems’ comprehensive and award-winning solutions offer unique and internationally patented 
processes for protection, licensing and security of digital assets and know-how to software 
publishers and intelligent device manufacturers who distribute their applications through PC-, 
PLC, embedded-, mobile- and cloud-based models.  
 

      
 
Media graphic resources available at: https://www.wibu.com/photo-gallery.html. 
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